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Important Questions

ÅWho will care for my child when I am gone?

ÅWhere will my child live?

ÅWho will make certain that he or she receives 
proper medical attention?

ÅWho will manage my childôs care
ÅWho will make educational decisions for my 

child?

ÅWill there be enough money to provide for a 
good quality of life for my child?
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Life Planning

Includes a well-thought out plan 
so that everyone involved in 
your childôs care recognizes his 
or her needs.  Developing this 
plan will allow families to 
provide the best quality of life 
possible and assist a child to 
develop to his or her fullest 
potential with all the support 
necessary.
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What does the Life Plan 
Consider?

ÅThe childôs medical, behavioral, social, 
emotional, educational, vocational needs

ÅThe familyôs assessment of the childôs 
needs and their hopes for the future

ÅAn assessment of the financial 
commitment necessary to provide the 
child with the proper amount of care and 
support.
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Other Important Considerations

ÅA child with special needs might never be 
capable of self-support

ÅThe need for care may be life long

ÅGovernment benefits and supports might 
not be available long term

ÅWhat are the capabilities of the child?
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Possible Actions

ÅDo nothing and hope for the best -NO

ÅRely solely on government benefits-NO

ÅDevelop a Life Plan-YES

ÅPut together a team of professionals to 
assist in the development of a LP-YES

ÅReview Estate Plan including the need for 
a SPECIAL NEEDS TRUST-YES, YES

ÅGet your own house in order-huh?
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The Life Plan Components

ÅA Letter of Intent

ÅA well-thought out Estate Plan

ÅA Team approach to planning-The family, 
a special needs lawyer, a financial planner

ÅREVIEW PLANNING ON A REGULAR BASIS

ÅHold a team meeting AND

ÅRemember to involve the child if possible!


