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Epilepsy is common medical 

condition!

Â Around 50 million people in the world 
have epilepsy

Â Epilepsy accounts for 1% of the global 
burden of disease (WHO 2005)

Â The majority can live normal lives with 
proper treatment

http://www.who.int/mental_health/neurology/epilepsy/en/index.html



What is a Seizure?  

What is Epilepsy?
ÂA seizure is an episode of abnormally synchronized and 

high frequency firing of neurons in the brain, that results 
in abnormal behavior or experience of the individual.

ÅProvoked Seizure:  Due to systemic illness, ie. 
hypoglycemia

ÂEpilepsy is a disorder in which there is a tendency to 
have recurrent unprovoked seizures.

ÅEpilepsy is defined by 2 or more unprovoked szôs

Å~1% of general population



Unfortunatelyé.

Â Epilepsy is more than just seizures

Â Has other important impacts on the 
lives of children and adults



Psychosocial Impact on children

·Self -esteem and behavior issues

·Decline in school performance

· On average, children with epilepsy tend 
to be 1 year behind the expected 
reading level



Psychosocial Impact

ÅDepression and anxiety disorders
ÅRestrictions in activities of daily living
ÅDifficulties in concentration and memory
ÅConcern over having children
ÅDriving
ÅDifficulties in relationships
ÅSexual difficulties
ÅDiscrimination at work



So How do we Treat Epilepsy?

Â The Treatment has 
to be right for the 
seizure type

Â The Treatment has 
be right for the 
individual



What Do mean by Right for the 

Individual?
Help

Â Reach goals

ÅEg., driving

Â Other medical 
problems

ÅMigraines

ÅDepression

ÅAnxiety

Not Hinder

Â Not cause side effects 
worse than the seizures!

Â Not worsen other medical 
problems

Â Not interact with other life -
saving treatments

Â Cosmetic Effects



What do mean by right for the 

Seizure Type?


